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bear-baiting, whose professional showmen per-
petually perambulated the country; while the big
country fairs brought their time-honoured store
of performing apes, jugglers, fire-eaters, Dutch-
men who stood on weathercocks and girls who
walked precariously but alluringly on stilts.22

Besides all this every village had its regular
feasts and traditional revelries, which all the edicts
of Puritanism in high places had not yet been able
to extinguish. At the Yule Plough, when the
year began, the sword-dancers in white shirts
and ribbons danced across the frozen fields with
cracking whips, led by grotesques wearing tails
and old women's heads, and before every house
that would not give them largesse they ploughed
up the soil. In the summer there were the
May Day games, when young men and maidens
(who did not always return so) went out into
the woods long before dawn to pick flowers and
branches. At Whitsun there was the Lamb
Feast, and on Midsummer Eve wrestling and
dancing round the midnight fire in the village
street. Every season and event of the agricultural
year was celebrated in due form, with mumming
plays, hobby-horses, fiddles and bagpipes, and
though the music was not always of the best and
many of the ancient rites were wearing rather

126